Psychodynamic psychiatry and the treatment of psychosis in the French community.
The author reviews the development of psychodynamic psychiatry in France, comparing and contrasting it with trends in the United States. In particular, he describes the role of dynamic psychiatry in the treatment of psychotic patients. He traces the movement from institutional treatment toward deinstitutionalization and treatment in the community, culminating in the official adoption in France of catchment area psychiatry. He also notes the emergence and influence of antipsychiatry. He concludes that although psychodynamic psychiatry has experienced a decline resulting from both external (economic) and internal (theoretical) influences, this perspective continues to improve the understanding and treatment of psychotic patients, whether they are treated in the institution or in the community.